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ledge of the bearer, who was aware that this summons would
teach me nothing I did not know. All the others had been
awakened, surprised thereby to the extent they may be
imagined.
Towards eight o'clock in the morning a messenger from M.
le Due d' Orleans came to remind me of the Kegency Council at
eight o'clock, and to attend it in my mantle. I dressed myself
in black, because I had only that suib with a mantle, and
another, a magnificent one in cloth of gold, which I. did not
wish to wear lest it should cause the remark to be made,,
though much out of season, that I wished to insult the Parlia-
ment and M. du Maine. I took two gentlemen with me in my
coach, and I went in order to witness all that was to take
place. I was at the same time full of fear, hope, joy, reflection,
and mistrust of M. le Due d'Orleans' weakness, and all that
might result from it. I was also firmly resolved to do my best,,
whatever might happen, but without appearing to know any-
thing, and without eagerness, and I resolved to* show presence
of mind, attention, circumspection, modesty, and much modera-
tion.
Upon leaving my house I went to Valincourt, who lived be-
hind the hotel of the Comte de Toulouse. He was a very
honourable man, of much intellect, moving among the best
company, secretary-general of the navy, devoted to the Comte
de Toulouse ever since his early youth, and possessing all his
confidence. I did not wish to leave the Comte de Toulouse
in any personal fear, or expose him to be led away by his
brother. I sent therefore for Valincourt, whom I knew inti-
mately, to come and speak to me. He came half-dressed,
terrified at the rumours flying over the town, and eagerly asked
me what they all meant. I drew him close to me and said,
" Listen attentively to me, and lose not a word. Go imme-
diately to M. le Comte de Toulouse, tell him he may trust in
my word, tell him to be discreet, and that things are about
to happen to others which may displease him, but that not a
hair of his head shall be touched. I hope he will not have a
moment's uneasiness. Go ! and lose not an instant."

